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INTRODUCTION 

The Sylvania Township Zoning Department is proposing the adoption of a Property Maintenance 

Code (PMC) for the Township. This code is based upon select sections of the International 

Property Maintenance Code and would address maintenance issues on the exterior of properties 

within the Township. 

 

HISTORY 

In 2018, Sylvania Township updated its Land Use Plan (LUP).  This Plan is the primary guide by 

which township officials evaluate development proposals, land use, zoning changes, create and 

enhance programs, and to make capital improvement decisions. Additionally, it is a record of the 

public’s preferences and a conductor of strategies and parties to implement them. A community 

survey conducted during the development process of the LUP indicated Township residents’ desire 

to see additional code enforcement attention to abate property maintenance and other nuisance 

issues. When asked…”Should officials pursue the adoption of a property maintenance code?” – 

fifty-seven percent of the respondents indicated “Yes”. This past spring, the Zoning Department 

began the process of researching the Property Maintenance Codes (PMC) of other large urban 

Townships in Ohio to see what might be appropriate for Sylvania Township. 

 

AUTHORIZATION 

The Ohio Revised Code (ORC) authorizes limited home-rule townships, such as Sylvania, to adopt 

property maintenance standards, including the International Property Maintenance Code. 

Approximately 75% of the thirty urban home-rule townships in Ohio have adopted some level of 

property maintenance standards.  

 

PURPOSE 

At present, the Zoning Department is powerless in its scope of authority to mitigate or abate 

frequent citizen complaints concerning such issues as broken windows or doors, fallen/hanging 
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gutters or shutters, out-of-use swimming pools with standing stagnant water, and other issues 

indicating neglect and potential safety concerns. Generally, we can only pursue compliance 

regarding dilapidated fences, tall grass/weeds, junk vehicles, loose trash and debris, etc. The 

purpose of the proposed PMC is to serve as an additional tool for the Township’s Zoning 

Department to utilize in the pursuit of minimum standards of property maintenance to ensure 

public health, safety, and welfare; to preserve nearby property values; and to promote the overall 

aesthetic character of the surrounding neighborhood.  

 

SCOPE 

The proposed PMC shall apply to the exterior only of  all  existing buildings, structures, and 

equipment on a property in Sylvania Township, and shall be applicable to residential as well as 

non-residential properties. The PMC will not address technical or specialized issues such as those 

involving plumbing, electrical, HVAC, etc. The intent is not to address engineering or fire 

department issues, which the Zoning Department has no expertise or oversight. When necessary, 

consultation with other local government entities, such as the Lucas County Health Department or 

Lucas County Building regulations may be required. 

 

APPLICATION 

The administration and enforcement of the PMC shall be the responsibility of the Zoning 

Department. The processing of complaints and the subsequent investigations shall generally be 

performed by the Zoning Compliance Officer under the direction of the Zoning Manager. The 

Zoning Manager, with the advice and consent of the Township Administrator and/or Board of 

Trustees, shall have authority to make policies necessary to the enforcement of the PMC. 

 

TIMELINE 

The proposed PMC was presented for discussion to the Sylvania Board of Township Trustees at 

their August 3, 2021, regular meeting. The Board agreed to a ninety day period to allow the public, 

as well as the Board, the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed PMC. After that 

time, the Board will have a public discussion on the proposal and decide what action to pursue 

going forward. 
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CONCLUSION 

The proposed Sylvania Township Property Maintenance Code; will help ensure the integrity of 

buildings and other structures in the Township through compliance to a minimum standard of 

maintenance; will promote public health, safety, and welfare; and will facilitate the preservation 

of property values within the Township community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


